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ADB Hosts Heads of RECs
to Discuss Regional Integration Strategy

H
eads of Regional 
Economic Communities, 
the African Union and 
Senior of�cials from 

the United Nations Economic 
Commission of Africa (UNECA) 
met on 22nd January 2009, in 
Tunis, Tunisia at the invitation 
of the African Development 
Bank (ADB) president Dr.Donald 
Kaberuka.

The meeting was to discuss with 
the Board and top management 
of the ADB,  the bank�s strategy 
for regional integration. COMESA 
was represented at the meeting 
by it�s Secretary General Mr 
Sindiso Ngwenya.

The Heads of RECs fully 
supported the proposed 
Regional Strategy paper and 
the core areas of intervention 
which emphasize the role of 
regional infrastructure and, the 

development of institutional 
capacity to deliver regional 
programmes. The RECs called 
on the international community 
to continue supporting the ADB 
in providing adequate resources 
in support of this agenda. The 
ADB was requested to urgently 
�nalise and quickly implement the 

strategy.

The meeting also applauded 
the ADB for bringing the RECs 
together to address key issues 
stemming from the current 
�nancial and economic crisis, 
and expressed strong support 
for it�s efforts in giving voice 
internationally to African views.

The Heads of the RECs 
expressed their appreciation 
for the consultation and the 
opportunity provided to input their 
views on the draft strategy, the 
role and approach to be adopted 
by the Bank. They recalled that 
regional integration has always 
been a prime objective for the 
Bank, and is fundamental for 
development and growth in 
Africa.

from left: ADB President Dr Kaberuka with Mr Ngwenya

Mr Ngwenya with Kenya Airways CEO Titus Naikuni when he visited 
COMESA Secretariat last week




