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While initially promoted by WFP, and now USAID COMPETE, the 
BVO platform is being embraced by the public and private sector. 
Sellers are grateful for market access and buyers welcome purchasing 
a good product with the security and transparency that the exchange 
provides. Results of BVO so far indicate that prices are competi-
tive compared to prices achieved through closed-tenders and it 
attracts a range of suppliers. WFP P4P is using the BVO plat-
form to procure food for humanitarian relief within Malawi and 
neighboring countries.  

The BVO platform is accessible and can be rolled out through any ag-
ricultural exchange.  For sustainability, the BVO needs a policy envi-
ronment that supports open markets and infrastructure improvements 
like rural warehouses. The involvement of farmer groups like 
those represented by Mr. Chikhasu and GALA has shown that 
transparent trading platforms can attract a diversity of participants from 
smallholder farmers to commercial operators.  

The BVO is a stepping stone to empowering smallholder farmers to 
enter structured trade systems.  

 


