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Washington, D.C. 26 September 2009:  In recognition of World Contraception Day, governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and individuals will call on their respective communities to celebrate progress made, and take action to ensure the 201 million women with an unmet need for contraceptives and condoms will receive reproductive health commodities and services.  

In 2007, 2.7 million people were newly infected with HIV. Many of these infections could have been prevented with the correct and consistent use of condoms. Scientific studies of sexually active discordant couples, where one partner is infected with HIV and the other partner is not, have demonstrated that the correct and consistent use of latex condoms reduces the likelihood of HIV infection by 80 to 90 percent.
According to recent Guttmacher Institute estimates, meeting this need also has the potential to prevent 52 million unintended pregnancies leading to:

· 22 million abortions

· 2 million miscarriages

· 1.4 million infant deaths

· 142,000 pregnancy-related deaths

To meet this need, donor nations must step up their financial commitments to population programs and close the gap between current needs and expenditures.  According to recent UN estimates, the world population will increase up to 2.6 billion by 2050.  The majority of this growth will primarily occur in developing countries where USAID works, and will result in an increased unmet need.   

USAID has long worked with developing country governments in coordination with other donors, NGOs, and private sector partners to increase access to a sound mix of modern contraceptive methods.  This approach has made an impressive and measurable global impact.  Since 1965, collective efforts have increased use of modern contraceptive methods in developing countries from 10 percent to over 40 percent.  In 28 countries with the largest USAID-sponsored programs, families have chosen to reduce the size of their families by one-third, from six to less than four. 

“One of USAID’s key goals in family planning programming is achieving contraceptive security which would mean every person is able to choose, obtain, and use high-quality contraceptives for family planning, and the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections,” said Gloria Steele, Acting Administrator of USAID’s Global Health Bureau, adding, “long-term commitments from governments, private sector, and donors are critical because without a product there can be no programs.”

Achieving contraceptive security is an ambitious yet achievable goal by providing low-cost, high-impact solutions to meet contraception needs.  
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